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A
Attendance

A successful school experience is the responsibility of the child, the parent and the school.  Your child’s progress, both academically and socially, is influenced by daily participation.  Regular attendance without tardiness is a key component of your child’s education.

Students should arrive between 7:45 and 8:00 AM.  Students should not arrive prior to 7:30 AM since supervision by the school staff is not available.  No child or parent should be in the building before this time.  Kindergarten students will report directly to the classroom area on the first day of school.  Beginning with the second day of school kindergarten students will wait in the cafeteria until the 8:00 bell.  School begins promptly at 8:10 AM and the afternoon dismissal is at 3:10 PM.
Daily attendance is posted by 10:00 AM.  If students are not in class at this time, they will be marked absent.  Students arriving to class after 8:10 AM will be considered tardy.  A tardy pass from the office will be needed to be admitted to the classroom.

Absences
If your child is ill please call the office (281-634-4120) and inform us of your child’s absence.  This is for your child’s safety.  A written excuse from the doctor or the parent explaining the reason for the absence must be given to the teacher when the child returns to school. (Please include the child’s full name and the date absent on the note.)

If a student must leave early for a doctor’s appointment, please go to the office to sign him out.  Never send another person to pick up your child without informing the teacher or the office.  When your child has a doctor’s appointment he will be counted present if he arrives or returns to school with a doctor’s note.  The doctor’s office may fax the note to the school.  The school’s fax number is 281-634-4136.

If you need to pick your child up early, you must come to the school office and sign them out.  DO NOT go to the classroom to get your child without first going to the office.  No student will be released to any adult that is not on the emergency card unless written authorization has been received.
B
Birthdays are special occasions for young children and your child will be honored on his/her special day.  If your child wishes, he/she may bring a snack for the class.  A list of approved snacks is provided in the “snack section”.  Birthday Treats must be store bought and in original containers or wrappers.  When sending out birthday party invitations at school, please include all class members.  If it is an all-boy or all-girl party, please invite all the boys or all the girls in your child’s class.  If all the children cannot be invited, we ask that the invitations be mailed.

Breakfast is available in the cafeteria from 7:30-8:00 AM.  The kindergarten teachers do not supervise the breakfast area.  If your child eats breakfast at school, they should eat before coming to the kindergarten line.  Breakfast prices and menus are listed on the back of the lunch menu.

C
The monthly calendar located in your child’s take home folder will also note special activities and events that have been planned for that month.  Please initial daily.
Parent/Teacher Conference Days have been scheduled for October 9, 2015 and February 12, 2016.  We will discuss your child’s accomplishments, strengths and overall progress.  Your teacher will contact you to schedule a conference.  This conference may be scheduled before October 9th    in order to accommodate all parents.  The February conference date is reserved for parent or teacher concerns about the academic progress of a student.  Please feel free to schedule additional conferences at any time throughout the year if the need arises.

D
Our philosophy of discipline is based on the belief that children need affectionate care and firm guidelines.  To establish classroom order and help the children learn self-control, the children will be guided to respect themselves and their companions through specific directions, positive reinforcement, a change of activities and responsible actions.  Please discuss with your child the following indicators of appropriate school behavior.

1. Pride:  I will give my best effort in my work.

2. Citizenship: I will follow class/school rules.

3. Responsibility:  I will make good choices and take ownership of my choices.

4. Integrity:  I will be honest and fair.

5. Cooperation: I will work well with others.

6. Respect:  I will be kind to others and use materials correctly.

Dismissal
All kindergarten car riders, walkers and bike riders will be dismissed from specific locations.  These locations are explained on the dismissal form you filled out on Meet the Teacher Day.  Parents picking up students will need to be aware that release time is 3:10 PM.  Please put a sign, furnished by the teacher, on the car dash with your child’s first and last name.  When picking up your child, please pull all the way forward and remind your child to listen for her/his name to be called.  There will be someone helping the children get into their vehicles.  DO NOT park your car and come get your child.  Please pick up your child promptly.  If you are late, please look for you child in the front office.
Please have your child wear their transportation tags to school EVERY day – for the ENTIRE first month of school!  (The tags will be provided by your child’s teacher.)

Daily Schedule:  This is a sample schedule of our day.

8:10 – 8:20

Morning Activities (pledge, lunch count)
8:20– 9:30

Math
9:30 – 10:15           Outclass (PE, Music, Art, Library)

10:15 – 10:30

Math
10:30 – 11:00

Lunch
11:00 – 12:35

Reading/Writing
12:00 – 12:35

Workstations (center activities)
12:35 – 1:05

Recess/Snack
1:05 – 1:20

Water, restroom, quiet time
1:20 – 2:00

Science
2:00 – 2:30

Social Studies/ Health
2:30 – 3:00

PE
3:00 – 3:10

Dismissal
E
Email addresses

Rachell.Hood@fortbend.k12.tx.us
Jenora.Sanders@fortbend.k12.tx.us
Angie.Fraley@fortbend.k12.tx.us 
Jenise.Gonzales@fortbend.k12.tx.us
Sara.Schleicher@fortbend.k12.tx.us 
 
We usually check email on a daily basis.  If you need to discuss something urgently such as a change in dismissal plans, please call the school office at 281-634-4120.

Emergency drills are held on a routine basis throughout the year.  These drills include fire, weather (disaster) and lock-down.  Your child will be taught the correct actions to take for each drill.  The drills are taught in a calm, reassuring manner to the students.

F
We have planned a field trip in the spring.  The students will be transported by district transportation.  We welcome you to join us as a chaperone.  Information will be sent home prior to the field trip.  If you have previously filled out a criminal background check, then you have one year before you need to resubmit a new form.  If you have never filled out a criminal background form and would like to come, please do this at least 30 days in advance.
Fine Arts Rotation
Your child will go to the Library, Art, Music and PE specialists on a rotating basis.

G
Glue sticks will need to be replaced frequently during the school year.

H
Student handbook:  The Student handbook information is sent home at the beginning of the year.  There are pages that indicate your receipt of the handbook information as well as the other permission slips for computer use and filming.  Please return these pages with your signature to your child’s teacher.

Homework:  Students will be given homework assignments periodically.  These assignments may be given orally or written.  We feel this teaches responsibility and provides a way for parents to be involved in their child’s education.  Parents, feel free to assist your child with their homework/projects.  This homework is a reinforcement of what has been taught in class.  Your child should practice their letters, sight words, numbers, and handwriting skills daily for homework. If your child does not complete their classwork they will be asked to complete it for homework and return it the following day.
I
Illness:  The question of when to keep your child home from school is often a difficult one, especially when decisions must be made first thing in the morning.  It is important, however, to keep your child home if he/she is ill.  This helps to make them more comfortable and prevents others from becoming ill.  Children function more effectively in the classroom when they are healthy.  The student handbook contains information about illnesses.

J
Jackets, coats, backpacks and lunch kits should be labeled with your child’s first and last name.
K
Students are expected and encouraged to treat all members of our class as well as others with kindness and respect.  Hitting, fighting, name-calling, and making fun of others will not be permitted

L
We will eat lunch from 10:30 – 11:00 each day.  Children may bring a packed lunch from home or buy a school lunch.

To facilitate independence for your child, we strongly encourage you to delay eating with your child until after Labor Day holiday on September 7th.  Your child will be excited (as well as ready) to show you their new lunchroom skills.

Every child will have an ID number.  This ID number can be used to put money in an account for lunch purchases.  Your child should learn this number as soon as possible to buy lunch.  If you have any questions about lunch accounts or the Federal Free Lunch program, please contact the cafeteria manager.  (281-634-4127)
Library
Your child will bring a library book home.  Please help your child remember to return the book to school every week.

M

Medications:  All medications MUST be delivered to the nurse by a parent.  Only the clinic can dispense medications, including over the counter products like cough drops.  (Refer to Student Handbook)  All medications must in the in original containers.

N
We will have a wonderful nurse and health aide at Colony Meadows.  If your home or work phone number changes, please inform the office.

Allergies:  If your child has allergies, please make sure this is noted on the emergency card you filled out for the school nurse.

O
We go outside daily for recess.  Please dress your child appropriately for the weather.

P
Parents can help by:

· Reading stores and nursery rhymes to your child

· Playing counting games

· Encouraging your child to draw, color and cut

· Expecting routines to be followed: bedtime, mealtime, brushing teeth, etc.

· Assigning simple chores: picking up toys and clothes, dressing self, etc.

· Having your child answer and explain in complete sentences rather than simple words.

· Taking an interest in your child’s work and discussing papers with him/her.

School/Class parties:  The class will have two parties that last 45 minutes of the designated day.  (Winter party and Valentines party)  The room parents usually organize these events and coordinate volunteers and donations.

Q
Questions for the teachers should be put in the child’s folder or email to the teacher.

R
Your child is expected to know these readiness skills:

	· Full name
	· Address
	· Telephone number

	· Parents’ names
	· Basic colors
	· Counting to 10


· Printing first name beginning with a capital letter and the rest in lower case.
When time permits, work on these skills also:

	· Reciting the alphabet
	· Shape names

	· Birthday (month & date)
	· Identifying numbers to 10

	· Identifying letter names
	· Tying shoes


Practice fastening jackets before the weather cools (zip, snap, button, etc.)

Your help at home really makes a difference!

Recess
The children will play outdoors for 30 minutes each day (unless it is raining or extremely cold).  Please keep this in mind when helping your child to select clothing for the day.  If your child is too sick to play outside, he is too sick to come to school.  There is no supervision available for children to stay indoors at recess.

Report Cards
Reports will be sent home every nine weeks.  Please sign the envelope the reports come home in and return it to your child’s teacher.  You may keep the information enclosed in the envelope.  This is for your records.  Your child’s teacher will share information on your child’s progress during the fall conference.
Restroom
Accidents do happen!  We will send the child to the nurse for a change of clothes.  Please return these clothes after cleaning them.  (The clinic appreciates donations of new undergarments.)

S
Snacks:  Your child will be allowed to have a snack every afternoon.  This snack is to be provided by the parent daily.  Please read the snack notice found in the information package.  Water bottles from home will be allowed during snack time, but no juice or milk.  Your child will have access to the water fountain at this time as well.  Please do not send a MESSY snack for this time period.

Suggested foods for snacks:

Mini bagels, crackers, small muffins, dry cereal, pretzels, fruit, popcorn, trail mix, fruit, crackers, carrots and other vegetables, etc.  (www.squaremeals.org)

Your child’s supplies will need to be replenished throughout the school year.  The teacher will send a note home indicating what supplies are needed.  Throughout the year, we sometimes need supplies beyond our classroom materials.  These needs will be posted in the kindergarten area or in a class note.  Extra items that you think we might be able to use are always welcome!

T
Bringing toys to school is discouraged for a number of reasons.  If a toy is accidentally lost or broken, feelings will be hurt.  Toys distract from the purpose of learning.  The teacher will send a note home if a “toy” occasion occurs.

Transportation
Please send a note to your child’s teacher if there are ANY changes in transportation.  We ask that your child follow the same transportation every day/week.  If you choose to change transportation choices frequently your child may get confused.  Due to the number of children on our campus, we ask that you change ONLY if you have an emergency.

U
Kindergarteners learn that they are special and unique.  Kindergartens have opportunities to describe how they are alike as well as different from others.  They share their culture and learn about different cultures within the class.

V
Visitors:  Colony Meadows has a policy that ALL GUESTS (including familiar faces) are required to check in at the school office.  You will receive a visitor’s pass which should be worn while in the building.  It is important to remember that while this may seem inconvenient to frequent visitors, it is the goal and responsibility of the school to create a safe learning environment.

W
Our school has a website which can be accessed at 


http://www.fortbend.k12.tx.us/campuses/cme/default.cfm
Check in regularly to find information curriculum, special events and school news.

X
Since we do not have x-ray vision, please let us know of special circumstances that may affect your child.  These could include medication that may make him sleepy, a death in the family, loss of pet, etc.

Y
Younger siblings:  It is in your child’s best interest to have our parent volunteers available without younger children.  This allows your full attention to be focused on the planned kindergarten project.  Thank you for making childcare arrangements for younger siblings.

Z
Zero the Hero will visit our classes every 10th day of school.  Ask your child about this unique visitor.

ZZZzzzz
Make sure that your child gets plenty of rest.  Setting and keeping a bedtime routine is a wonderful gift you can give to your child.  It will help them to be alert and ready to learn each day!

